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The metal behind industry...

The MRA (Metal Recyclers Association of South Africa) was established in 1942. As the longest standing metal recycling association 
within South Africa, MRA members are responsible for recycling approximately 80% of the country’s scrap metal generated.

The MRA code of conduct commits members to the highest degree of business ethics:

1. To strive to promote and improve the image and standards of the Metal Recyclers  
 Association of South Africa.
2. To provide the highest level of service to our customers.
3. To trade in an ethical manner according to accepted business practice.
4. To provide safe and pleasant working conditions for employees.
5. To uphold the concept of free enterprise and service to the community.
6. To act in accordance with current legislation relating to the trading of scrap metal and   
 to promote the protection of the environment.
7. To avoid purchasing or handling materials suspected of having been stolen.
8. To co-operate with and support all persons in an endeavour to stop unlawful practices.
9. To supply all material in accordance with accepted international standards.
10. To gain respect for the industry at all levels - local and international.

“How other people perceive us is something 
that we can change, whether we are recyclers, 

police offi cers, or just ordinary folk.”

•  Obsolete scrap such as old cars, fridges, 
stoves, cans etc.

•  Production scrap such as steel trimmings or 
off-cuts.

•  Scrap metal is generated by nearly every 
manufacturer in the world.

•  South Africa produces 2 640 000 tons of steel 
scrap and 420 000 tons of non-ferrous scrap 
every year.

•  Provides a business opportunity for 
entrepreneurs.

•  Creates a source of income for the 
unemployed who operate as collectors.

WHAT IS SCRAP METAL?

•  Reduces the amount of energy used by 
industry. 

•  By reducing the energy used to make and 
transport products there is less carbon dioxide 
released into the atmosphere. 

•  Using recyclable metal as raw materials results 
in less waste going to landfi ll which saves 
scarce landfi ll space. 

•  Using recyclable metal rather than raw materials 
to make products will result in less water and 
air pollution during the manufacturing process.

•  Collecting metal for recycling will reduce 
littering and minimise the negative impact 
of litter on the environment.

•  Recycling metal helps conserve 
natural resources.
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